The specificity of the disease induced by defective murine retroviruses containing abl, fos, or Ha-ras is usually not determined by their LTR.
The long terminal repeats (LTR) of the defective murine sarcoma viruses (MSV) containing v-abl, v-Ha-ras, or v-fos were exchanged for LTRs from other retroviruses having different tissue tropism. The new chimeric MSV were found to induce the same diseases as the parental viruses, indicating that sequences outside the LTR, most likely those of the oncogene, are responsible for the disease specificity of these defective MSV.